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PREFACE 

 
The American Turners as a National body was established in 1850 and now consists of 50  

Turner societies organized into 12 districts, which are located in various geographic regions of the 
United States.  The supreme governing body of the American Turners is composed of Turner delegates 
representing the districts at a National Convention held every two years.  Each convention elects a 
National President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Corporate   Treasurer, Corporate Secretary, 
Chairperson of Physical Education, Chairperson of Cultural Education and a Chairperson of Bowling. 
These elected officials along with the twelve (12) district Presidents (or their representatives), the 
Chairperson of the Endowment Trust Fund, and the Chairperson of the Jahn Fund comprise the National 
Council which then conducts the business of the American Turners until the next biennial National 
Convention in accordance with the By-Laws of the American Turners and any convention mandates. 
 

The National Organization may hold annual National Championships in gymnastics, swimming, 
softball, bowling, volleyball, basketball, golf, and a cultural activity that are each year sponsored by 
different societies.  In addition, track and field, diving, tennis, fencing, model drills, mass gymnastics 
drills and all forms of cultural competition are included in the National Festival (Turnfest) held every 
four (4) years. 
 

The American Turners is a school of Physical & Cultural Education exempt from taxes under 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and contributions to the National Organization are 
allowable as deductions on the tax return of the donor.  The National body is a member of U.S.A 
Gymnastics. 
 

Scholarships to recognized universities are awarded to members under certain conditions. The 
American Turners is comprised of approximately 12,000 members and their children, ages 18 and under 
registered in the various physical and cultural education classes. 
 

Even though the American Turners are involved in many cultural and physical education 
activities, the primary emphasis has always been on gymnastics. The teaching of gymnastics in the 
public school systems was initiated by Turner members in the cities of Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Denver, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Milwaukee, San Francisco, and St. Louis. 
This was accomplished through the donated services of physical education instructors and other Turners 
who were dedicated to the promotion of physical health through gymnastics.  Many of the past U.S. 
Olympic gymnasts have received their basic and early indoctrination in gymnastic training from Turner 
instructors in a Turner gymnasium.  
 

Any persons interested in additional information are asked to write to the American Turners 
National Office or consult the website at amturners.org or their local society. In particular reference 
should be made to the Bylaws of the American Turners" and "A Brief History of the American Turners". 
The latter publication was originally written by Henry Metzner in 1911 and was revised and reprinted in 
1922, 1974, and 1989.  
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AMERICAN TURNER SOCIETIES/ADDRESSES  

 
Adams Turners, 6 Turners Ave., Adams, MA  01220  

Akron Turner Club, 547 S. Munroe Falls Rd., Tallmadge, OH  44278 

American Turners Baltimore, 9124 Lennings Ln., Baltimore, MD  21237 

American Turners Covington, 447 Pike St., Covington, KY 41011  

American Turners Detroit, c/o 33229 Viceroy Dr., Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

American Turners Louisville, 3125 River Rd., Louisville, KY  40207  

American Turners New York, 748 Clarence Ave., Bronx, NY  10465 

American Turners Northwest Chicago, 3825 N. Willow Rd., Schiller Park, IL 60176 

American Turners of Delaware, 701 S. Clayton St, Wilmington, DE 19805 

American Turners Toledo, ℅ Ed McGee, 316 Northdale Dr., Toledo, OH 43612 

Athenaeum Turners, c/o John Seest, 5212 N. Capitol Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46208 

Beaver Falls Turners, 625  8th St., Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

Buffalo Turners, 3200 Elmwood Ave., Kenmore, NY 14217  

Carlstadt Turners, 500 Broad St., Carlstadt, NJ  07072 

Central Turn Verein Rochester, 338 Pennsylvania Ave, Rochester, PA 15074 

Cincinnati Central Turners, 2200 Pinney Ln., Cincinnati, OH 45231 

Cleveland East Side Turners, 1622 East 55th St., Cleveland, OH 44103 

Clinton Turn Verein, 60 Branch St., Clinton, MA 01510 

Concordia Turners, 6432 Gravois Rd., St. Louis, MO 63116 

Denver Turnverein, 1570 Clarkson St., Denver, CO  80218 

East Side Turners, P. O. Box 240606, Milwaukee, WI 53224 

Elgin Turners, 112 Villa St., Elgin, IL 60120 

Fort Wayne Turners, 3636 Parnell Ave., Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 

Holyoke Turners, 624 South Bridge St., Holyoke, MA 01040 

Johnstown Turners, 632 Railroad St., Johnstown, PA 15901 

Kansas City Turners, 512 Bong St., Belton, MO 64012 

Keystone Turners, 91 2 nd  Ave., Keystone, IA 52249 

Lincoln Turnverein, 4500 N. California Ave., Chicago, IL 60625 

Long Island Turners, ℅ Jim Goetz, 80-14 170th St, Jamaica, NY 11432 
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AMERICAN TURNER SOCIETIES/ADDRESSES  
-continued- 

 

Los Angeles Turners, 2390 Crenshaw Blvd. #E191, Torrance, CA 90501 

Madison Turners, 3001 S. Stoughton Rd., Madison, WI 53716 

McKeesport Turners, 2701 Walnut St., McKeesport, PA 15132 

Milwaukee Turners, 1034 North 4 th  St., Milwaukee, WI  53203 

Moline Turners, c/o Phillip Bigelow, President, 1215 33rd Ave. St., Moline, IL  61265 

Monaca Turners, 1700 Brodhead Rd., Monaca, PA 15061 

New Ulm Turnverein, 102 South State St., New Ulm, MN  56073 

North St. Louis Turners, c/o Robert Smith, Pres., PO Box 225 St. Peters, MO 63376 

Northern New Jersey Turners, c/o 231 Mahwah Rd., Mahwah, NJ 07430 

Northwest Davenport Turners, c/o Marcia Gray-Lossing, Pres. 1806 Cedar, Davenport, IA  52804 

Providence Turners, 118 Glenbridge Ave., Providence, RI  02909 

River City Turners, 8009 Terry Rd., Louisville, KY 40258 

Riverside Turners, 300 Rancocas Ave., Riverside, NJ  08075 

Schiller Turners, 1503 Turner Camp Rd., Imperial, MO 63052 

Sheboygan Turners, 3714 Lakeshore Rd., Sheboygan, WI 53083 

South Side Turners, 8604 S. Meridian, Indianapolis, 46217 

Syracuse Turners, 619 N. Salina St., Syracuse, NY  13208 

Turn Verein Eiche, 16767 S. 80th Ave., Tinley Park, IL  60477 

Turn Verein Frisch Auf, 1335 Mitchell Rd., Aurora, IL 60504 

Turners of Michiana, ℅ Deb Martin, 12633 Brick Road, Granger, IN  46530 
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DUTIES OF OFFICERS OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 

  
The President shall be the major executive officer of the American Turners. He/She shall be 

responsible for planning, organizing and carrying out those responsibilities associated with the role as 
the organization’s chief executive officer, shall be responsible for the calling of all National Council 
meetings and presiding at all meetings thereof. He/She shall set the agenda for all National Council 
meetings and attend any and all committee meetings as established annually at the Council meetings. 
He/She shall represent the American Turners at important Turner affairs. It shall be one of his prime 
duties to promote the progress of Turner activities and to stimulate cooperation between Turner 
Societies. 

The First Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in his/her absence and cooperate 
in carrying out the duties assigned to the President and shall perform other duties as may be assigned 
from time to time by the National Council, such as becoming chairperson of the Nominating Committee. 

 The Second Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in the absence of the 
President and First Vice-President and perform such other duties as may be assigned to him/her by the 
National Council.  

The Corporate Treasurer shall function as the senior financial manager of the American Turners 
under the control and guidance of the National Council. He/She shall review all financial materials and 
issue to the Executive Committee on a monthly basis such reports as required. 

The Corporate Secretary ensures the integrity of the governance framework, being responsible 
for the efficient administration of American Turners, ensuring compliance with statutory and regulatory 
requirements, and implementing decisions made by the National Council. He/She shall perform such 
duties as pertain to the office of recording and corresponding secretary. Upon approval, the Corporate 
Secretary shall receive, record, and disburse funds. All disbursements shall require the counter-signature 
of any member of the Executive Committee.  

These officers may be sent to the National Convention and National Council Meeting at the 
expense of the American Turners. 
 
 

DUTIES OF DISTRICT PRESIDENTS OR DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The District President or District Representative is elected by their respective District as their 
representative to the National Council.  It is the responsibility and obligation of the District President or 
District Representative to fully familiarize him or herself with all phases of the influence and capability 
of the American Turners nationally and the many programs offered to aid the individual societies. 

1. The District President shall be the executive head of the District and shall cooperate with the 
District members of the National Health and Physical Education Committee, National Cultural 
Education Committee, National Bowling Committee and with District members of such other 
National Committees as may be established. 

2. It shall be the duty of each District President or District Representative to attend the meetings of 
the National Council, unless excused. 

3. It shall be the duty of the District President or District Representative to act in an advisory 
capacity, keeping the National Officers advised as to what is going on in their respective District 
or local functions.  The holding of the office of District President or District Representative shall 
not interfere with the right of the incumbent to act as a delegate to a National Convention.  An 
officer of a Society shall not be barred from serving as a District President or District 
Representative. 
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4. It shall be the duty of each District President to arrange for an Annual Meeting of the Societies 

within his/her District.  The following should be present:  Presidents, Secretaries, Chair of 
various committees such as Physical Education, Cultural Education, Bowling, Golf and Society 
District Delegates as he/she may deem necessary to fulfill the purpose of the meeting.  The 
purpose of the meeting shall be to dispose of such business as may be required for conducting 
District Turner activities. 

5. It shall be the duty of the District President or District representative to be aware of the 
Endowment Trust Fund, the Jahn Fund, Scholarships, the bidding and promoting of District and 
National tournaments and other facets of the American Turners. 

6. The District President or District Representative shall be available for any assistance or advice 
desired by any member or Society within his/her District. 

7. The District President or District Representative shall be available as the intermediary between a 
member or Society within his/her District and the National Council. 

8. The District President or District Representative shall investigate delinquencies of any nature of 
Societies and help them whatever way necessary. 

9. In cooperation with his/her District Committee Chair, the District President or District 
Representative should encourage District Competitions, Festivals, Bowling, Golf and Cultural 
events. 

10. The District President or District Representative shall be reimbursed by the National Office for 
travel expenses incurred when attending National Council meetings. 

 
DUTIES OF DISTRICTS 

 
1. Districts upon inviting a representative from the National Office to attend a special or important 

District function, wherein distance and travel time are involved, are to equally share expenses 
resulting from travel, room and meals with the National Office. 

2. Districts, upon receiving resolutions from the National Council requiring National Convention 
action, are to distribute same to the respective Societies within their Districts. 

 
DUTIES OF SOCIETIES 

 
Individual Societies, by virtue of having acquired a National Charter of the American Turners, 

have a responsibility to abide and conform to the guidelines as set forth in the Bylaws of the American 
Turners.  General adherence to these rules and recommendations will make for greater strength and 
viability in the individual Societies and the American Turners.  

1. The Societies shall render to the National Office an accurate and complete report with current 
officers for the National Directory.  If an election of officers is being held before April 1, wait 
until after the election to send the report to the National Office.  The District Council shall assist 
the National Office if necessary in the procurement of the reports.  

2. All expulsions must be reported to the National Council and communicated annually to all the 
Societies by the National Council. 

3. Societies shall welcome periodic visits from their District President or District Representative or 
any other member of the National Council or National Executive Committee. 

4. Societies should encourage attendance of their District President or District Representative at 
Society meetings to aid and promulgate information for the good and welfare locally and 
nationally.  It is recommended that the District President or District Representative have access 
to any information pertaining to the Society wherein his wisdom and counsel can help resolve 
problems. 
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5. Societies shall provide their District President or District Representative with information of all 

civic endeavors or major actions such as building improvements, urban development, etc., 
wherein a Society is involved. 

6. Societies shall place their District President or District Representative name on the regular 
Society’s mailing list to be made automatically aware of any and all Society functions. 

7. Societies, upon inviting a representative from the National Office, other than their District 
President or District Representative, to attend a special or important Society function or training 
needs, wherein distance and time are involved, are to equally share expenses resulting from 
travel, room and meals with the National Office. If a Society or District are unable to produce 
funds, the Executive committee can decide to   waive or reduce this portion for them. 

  
 

DUTIES OF AMERICAN TURNER SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP SECRETARIES 
 

1. Notify National Office as to name, address, zip code, and email of all new members as they are 
accepted as members in the society.  This procedure ensures that new members are added to the 
Turner Topics mailing or email list. 

2. Notify National Office whenever a member is changed or removed from your membership rolls 
or changes address. 

3. Maintain honorary member records including additions, deletions, deaths, etc.  
4. Application blanks for new members, 40-year honorary memberships, youth membership and 

transfer cards between societies are available from the National Office at no charge. Societies 
may create their own membership applications to fit their requirements if desired. 

5. A promotional supply list and other literature is also available from the National Office at no 
charge. 

6. Assist the society in rendering to the National Office an accurate report for the National 
Directory covering the past year.  

7. Collecting and remitting of per capita taxes to the National Office in the amount of $8.25 for 
each of its members. Per capita taxes are not collected by the National Office from 40-year 
Honorary members or Active Military members.  (See Standard Policy For Recording and 
Remitting Per Capita Tax). 

8. If you have any questions contact the National Administrative Assistant for clarification. 
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STANDARD POLICY FOR RECORDING AND REMITTING PER CAPITA TAX 

 
1. Send bill to each society member as of the 1st of each year.  This bill should detail the amounts 

due for annual society, district and national dues as separate items. 
2. After the passage of a reasonable amount of time send a second and/or third bill to those 

members who still have not remitted their dues to remind them of their obligations. 
3. You will receive from the National Office, a computer spreadsheet or printout if requested of 

your society members, with addresses and year joined.  These spreadsheets will be used 
throughout the year between your society and the National Office to maintain a continuous 
record of members who receive an Official American Turners Membership Card.  Membership 
cards will not be issued without the most current spreadsheet or arranged printout. 

4. Upon receipt of the computer printout, compare each name with society records.  Update 
addresses and email addresses with Turner Topics mailing preference. 

5. As dues are collected for at least 10 members, return the computer printout to the National 
Administrative Assistant.  You will receive an invoice electronically to verify Dues Owed.  Once 
payment is remitted, membership cards and an invoice marked as “Paid in Full” will be mailed to 
the society.  The invoice is to be remitted to your District with the appropriate District Dues 
owed.  In the beginning of the year when annual dues receipts are heavy, you may accumulate 
the dues and wait until the end of the month to remit the spreadsheet and dues payment for the 
month to both the National and District offices.  When dues receipts are not so heavy, try to 
accumulate a minimum of dues for 10 members before requesting the cards to save postage for 
your Society and the National Office.   However, if the cards are needed before you have 
collected the dues for 10 members, then use your own judgment and submit the dues as you 
deem necessary.  We do not expect you to delay getting membership cards for your 
members by waiting to collect for 10 members. 

6. Membership cards will be issued and returned to your society as indicated on the spreadsheet.  A 
new spreadsheet will be returned to your Membership Secretary along with the membership 
cards. The most current spreadsheet must be used to request each subsequent batch of 
membership cards. Please note and specify the current date in the title of the file to avoid using 
old spreadsheets.  

7. If a duplicate card(s) is ever needed, notify the National Office. 
8. All membership Renewals are due by June 30 of each year.  If a member has not been renewed 

by June 30th, their memberships will be dropped as a member.  New memberships and 
Reinstated memberships will be accepted until October 31 of each year. When you send in your 
computer list for the last batch of cards needed for the year, include a note to the National 
Administrative Assistant explaining your intention to close your account for the year.  

9. If you have any questions contact the National Administrative Assistant for clarification. 
 

Membership Spreadsheet Instructions 
 

1. Once you receive your newest excel spreadsheet, the title of it will include the most current date it was 
created.  It will come in an editable form (You will most likely have to click a button on the top bar to do this). 
There is a lot of information on this spreadsheet.  Most of the columns are purely informative or irrelevant for 
societies membership chairmen, but necessary for the National Office 
2. On the first page, there will be a complete list of your current membership.  
Key points on this page are as follows: 

Column A= last card number issued 
Column B=Mailing Preference.  Any others are old codes that I am updating.  I will adjust these. 

M=SnailMail 
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 E=Email 

T=Both 
 U=Unsubscribed from email, back on snailmail list 
 N=No mail or email  

Column C=Renew, Our communication regarding actions with each member.  
  X=Renew member 
  Drop=Member is NOT renewing at all this year 
  Dec’d=Member has passed away 
  H=Member is a 40 Yr. Honorary or you are sending in a 40 Yr application for current year 
  M=Active Military Member 
  Blank=Nothing for this member as of yet.  By the end of Membership date, these members will  
     be dropped. 

Column D, E, F=Last Name, First Name, Title 
Column G=Year of original membership.  Any Discrepancies, please call.   DO NOT CHANGE 
Column H, I, J, K, L= Address, City, State, Zip.  Change member’s address as necessary.  No need for  

Highlighting or noting these changes. 
Column M=Membership Type (ACTive, HONorary, MILitary) 
Column N and O=Date of most current renewal and Initials of who entered it into our National Database 
Column P=Email address.  Please enter any known or update to current email.  No need to highlight. 
Column  Q, R, S, T, U, V= DO NOT EDIT !   All of these columns are Administrative.  Any changes will not 
be saved or noted.  Use Column C for any notes to me or in the body of the email when returned. 

3. On the next page, which is a tab at the bottom of the spreadsheet, called “New-Reins Members”, is the page 
that you will type out all NEW or REINSTATED members.  The only information you will know to add will most 
likely be Name, Address and email.  That is ok.  Leave the rest of the fields blank.  I will take care of the rest.  When 
you receive your spreadsheet back, this page will be blank again and any previously added members will be merged 
onto the main membership page. 
4. The last page is for Payments.  This is a ledger of payments between the National Office and your society. 
This is not official record, just a quick reference to know what balances have been made for the current year’s 
membership.  You will receive an invoice to send with your District Dues. 

 
PROCEDURES: 

Once you are ready to gather your membership, simply put an “X” next to the renewing member’s name, change the 
address and email if applicable.  If a member has been or is going to be Honorary this year, either leave it blank or put an “H” 
next to their name and fill out a 40 Yr Application to receive their Gold Card.  For Military Members =“M”.  
Enter the names, addresses and email of any new or reinstated members.  Leave the rest blank.  If I need further information 
regarding these members, I will contact you.  In Column C, Put a “N” for New members or a “R” for reinstating members.  
The rest of the information, I will adjust or correct.  I want to have an open line of communication.  Each society is 
responsible for recording membership history, so it is possible that our information may need to be updated.  If that’s the case, 
please contact me and we’ll iron out any discrepancies.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to call or email me with any questions, concerns or suggestions anytime! 

 
 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR NATIONAL DIRECTORY 
 

1. A report to update the National Directory is mailed or emailed annually to each society and 
district within American Turners during January. 

2. It is the responsibility of every society to fully complete this report with all requested 
information and to be as accurate and current as possible.  All copies of this report should be 
forwarded to the National Office by the date requested. 

3. The information contained in these reports is used to compile and print an American Turners 
National Directory of National, District and Society Officers and Chairmen which is distributed, 
at no cost, to qualified persons and groups within American Turners. 
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TRANSFER CARDS BETWEEN SOCIETIES 

 
1. Your National Office provides forms to every society that should be kept on hand in the event 

that any member has the need to transfer their membership to some other society. 
2. It will then be the responsibility of the society to furnish required information as to the status of 

such member and with proper signatures and seal, and to return the card to the member. 
3. It then becomes the member's duty to present this form to the society he wishes to transfer to. 

There is a ninety (90) day time limit from the original date shown on the card to do this. 
4. The society receiving this transfer has to complete their portion of the card with the proper 

signatures and seal, and to send copies to the originating society, the district and National Office. 
5. It is important that accurate membership records are included with all transfers so proper credit is 

given towards 40-year honorary status. 
6. It is the responsibility of the original society to be sure all indebtedness, keys or other materials 

belonging to it are satisfactorily returned and accounted for and that the transferring member is 
leaving society in good standing before any transfer is completed.  
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MEMBERSHIP AT-LARGE 
 

1. Information about at-large memberships may be found in the Bylaws of American Turners: 
Article 4 Administration; Section 4, Duties; D Members of Societies and Members at Large; h, 
Members at Large.  

2. Currently annual dues of members at large shall be $50.00 and are to be submitted to the 
National Office by the first day of January each year.  

 
AMERICAN TURNER FORTY YEAR HONORARY MEMBERS 

 
1. The National Council recognizes members of duly accredited Turner Societies belonging to the 

American Turners upon attaining forty (40) cumulative years of membership as a dues paying 
member and/or years of credited years of military service. A gold honorary card is presented and 
exempts the member/society from payment of per capita tax for nationally recognized honorary 
members.  The gold honorary card is the only membership card needed for honorary members. 
To receive a forty-year honorary membership, a member must attain a minimum age of 
fifty-eight (58). 

2. In the instance wherein a Turner is a member of a Turner Society which temporarily or 
permanently discontinued its membership in the National Organization, or in an interim period, 
or the Turner transferred his membership to another society of good standing in the National 
Organization, he  may , upon submitting back district and national per capita taxes for the years 
his society was delinquent, become eligible for the 40 year honorary award. 

3. The forty-year honorary card is the only honorary membership issued and recognized by the 
National Office and supplied at no cost to the society or member upon receipt of filing the 
proper, standard National application form.  Honorary cards for 60, 65, 70 and 75-years of 
membership will also be supplied by the National Office at no cost to the member or society 
upon receipt of the proper application form. 

4. Complete an application for each member upon attaining 40 years of membership.  Fill-in all of 
the blanks, including the expected presentation date and have the application signed by the 
President and Secretary of the Society; forward the completed application to the National Office. 
Allow 5-6 weeks for the National Office to process the gold card and return it to your society for 
presentation. 
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AMERICAN TURNER GOLD HONOR KEY AWARD 

 
Since 1942 the American Turners have bestowed upon outstanding and dedicated Turners a most 

coveted honorarium, “The National Honor Key Award”. This is the highest National Award that a 
Turner may receive. Generally this award has been bestowed upon a Turner who has unselfishly given 
dedicated service to further the cause of Turnerism and the promotion of the American Turners. 
 

1. Applications for this award can be initiated by either a society or district.  Complete data must be 
accurately presented including the earliest history and background in all fields of Turner activity 
at a society, district and national level and reasons why this Turner should be given 
consideration. 

2. The application must be reviewed, recommended and approved by the presidents and secretaries 
of the society and district of which the candidate is a member. The application and supporting 
documentation must be forwarded to the National Administrative Assistant. It will only be acted 
upon at a session of the National Council.  Not more than one application will be approved from 
any one district in one year. 

3. Posthumous nominations may be given consideration. 
4. Members of the National Council shall vote for candidates by secret ballot at an executive 

session of that Council.  A two thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at this executive session 
is required to approve the application of a candidate. 

5. The Award consists of a gold Honor Key on a gold chain and a wall plaque.  
6. Following are the minimum standards: 

a. Society Level: 
i. An applicant must have made an outstanding contribution toward the maintenance 

and promotion of the American Turner Principles in his/her local society. 
ii. Being an officer in his/her society does not necessarily qualify the candidate. 

However, if as an officer, the candidate has distinguished himself/herself on the 
society level in a manner which has created awareness in his community of the 
importance of the American Turners in reference to the physical and cultural 
advantages available in a Turner Society, this could become a qualification of 
considerable importance. 

iii. The length of years as an officer or board member should also be considered. 
iv. The candidates many contributions to the various aspects of the society programs, 

such as physical education, cultural education and social activities should be taken 
into consideration. 

v. The candidate’s active participation in both physical and cultural education 
programs will also be a desirable qualification. 

b. District Level: 
i. An applicant must have been an active participant in the district of which his/her 
society is a member. 
ii. The candidate must have contributed to the furtherance of the Turner movement 
in his/her district. 
iii. While it is desirable that the candidate has been an officer or member of his/her 
district council, this does not necessarily qualify him/her.  However, having been on the 
District Council would be an advantage. 
iv. During the candidate’s years as an American Turner, he/she must have been 
consistently outstanding in the promotion of the Turner Principles in his/her district. 

15 



 
v. The candidate must have been an active participant in physical, cultural and social 
activities on the district level.  These activities should include Turnfests, Cultural 
Festivals, Playdays, Tournaments, Conventions and various activities throughout the 
district. 

 
c. National Level: 

i. An applicant must have made an outstanding contribution toward the promotion 
of the Principles of the American Turners on the National level. 
ii. Being a National officer, member of the National Council or member of a 
National Committee would be a desirable qualification.  However, being one of the 
council or committee members does not necessarily qualify an applicant. 
iii. The candidate must have distinguished himself/herself by an act or acts, which 
have brought attention or honor to the American Turners on a National basis. 
iv. The candidate must have been an active participant in National Festivals 
(Turnfests), National Tournaments and National Conventions.  He/she must, in these 
participations, have distinguished himself/herself by performance or by outstanding 
participation. 
v. The candidate must have contributed an article or articles to Turner Topics or 
other National publications, expounding the virtues of the American Turners. 
vi. No mention has been made concerning the number of years in various categories. 
It is important, however, that years of service or participation are important and should be 
taken into consideration. 

 
 

AMERICAN TURNERS HALL OF FAME AWARD 
 

This award was established in 1981 by authorization of the National Council of the American 
Turners.  It is the successor to the former American Turners Division of the Helms/Citizens Savings 
Athletic Hall of Fame Awards. Originally the award applied only for outstanding effort in the sport of 
gymnastics and other athletic activities. The award is now bestowed upon Turners who have consistently 
demonstrated outstanding efforts in any of the (3) three recognized divisions of the American Turners 
programs: Health & Physical Education; Cultural Education and Bowling. 
 
1. General Requirements 

a. All applications by candidates for the American Turner Hall of Fame Award must be sent 
to the National Office. The application will be forwarded to the appropriate Chairperson. Only 
one nominee per calendar year for each category from each district will be permitted. A 
biographical sketch outlining the candidate’s qualifications must be submitted. The candidate 
must be a current or posthumous member of the American Turners National organization. The 
number of years of membership will be given consideration. 
b. Applicants will be considered for election through the recommendation and signed 
approval of the Society President & Secretary and the District Council President and Secretary, 
of which the nominee is a member. Applications can only be acted upon at a meeting of the 
National committee that governs the type of award applied for, or by a poll of that committee’s 
members by the Chairperson.  After endorsement by the appropriate National governing 
committee, the application and documentation must be forwarded to the National Office. It will 
then be given final consideration at a session of the American Turners National Council, by 
secret ballot. 
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c. The candidate must have, for a period of at least ten years, been an actively dedicated 
Turner who has diligently worked for the welfare of his/her society, district and the National 
organization and promoted the Principles of the American Turners. He/she must have been 
favorably accepted by fellow Turners. 
d. A Turner who fulfills the requirements above and the additional standards and 
qualifications set forth below in either the Health & Physical Education, Cultural Education or 
Bowling divisions may be nominated and considered for this distinguished award. 

 
2. Health & Physical Education- Athletic Award 

a. The American Turners seek out individual Turners who have made outstanding 
achievements in the sport of gymnastics and other athletic activities.  Our program is 
designed to reward excellence and encourage participation and to build a better America 
through healthy athletic competition.  To reward those Turners who have in many 
instances, been responsible for the success of a gymnast or athlete: awards are made to 
instructors, coaches, and to those individual Turners who have contributed to the 
promotion of the sport of gymnastics and other Turner sponsored athletic activities. 
b. Since this is a Health and Physical Education award, the candidate must have 
made an outstanding contribution to the American Turners in the advancement of 
gymnastics and/or athletics as a contestant, coach, judge, a writer of articles concerning 
athletic activities, or otherwise be distinguished in the promotion of these activities. 

  
3. Cultural Education-Cultural Award 

a. The American Turners seek out individual Turners who have made outstanding 
achievements in cultural activities.  Our programs are designed to reward excellence, and 
encourage participation by recognizing the individual who has been responsible for their 
success and promotion.  By these deeds, we hope to contribute to a more productive 
America through cultural programs and competitions. 

b. All of the following is required to possess a Turner Cultural Educational background: 
i. Must have been culturally active on all three levels; society, district and National, 
as evidenced by honors and awards earned, cultural positions held, and chaired cultural 
competitions. 
ii. Must have made an outstanding cultural contribution to the advancement of 
cultural activities and author of articles for Turner Topics. 
iii. Must have been culturally involved with aspects of civic activities for the good of 
humanity. 

 
4. Bowling Award 

a. The American Turners seek out individual Turners who have made outstanding 
achievements in the sport of Bowling. Our program is designed to reward excellence and to 
encourage participation by recognizing the individual who has dedicated himself/herself to build 
a better America through healthy athletic competition. 
b. Since this is a bowling award, the candidate must possess a bowling background. All of 
the following should be considered: 

1. Must have been an active Turner bowler as evidenced by honors and awards earned by 
him/her over the years. 
2. Must have made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of the sport of 
bowling for Turners at the National and district level. Involvement in Turner junior 
tournaments should also be given consideration. 
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HALL OF FAME AWARD 

 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION-CULTURAL EDUCATION-BOWLING 

 
Please accept _______________________________ of the _______________________District, 

Name of Nominee  
 

As we highly recommend this Award for our fine Turner individual. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 

Society Name_______________________________   Date_____________________________ 
 
 
Signed___________________________________      Signed____________________________ 

Society President Society Secretary 
 
 
Signed___________________________________      of _______________________________ 

National Council Representative District 
 
 
 
 
Accepted by vote of the National Council during their annual meeting on _________________ 

Date 
 
 
Signed_____________________________________  Signed___________________________ 

National President National Administrative Assistant 
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NATIONAL YOUTH MEMBERSHIP 
 

1. Candidates for admission to a society belonging to the American Turners that are less than 18 
years of age may apply for a National Youth Membership.  In certain societies where their State 
law forbids anyone under the age of 21 years of age from becoming a member, a candidate may 
apply for a National Youth Membership as long as he/she is under the age of 21.  

2. National Youth Members do not have voting rights and will not be allowed to hold office at the 
Society, District or National level.  

3. The only right a National Youth Member has is to compete at the Society and District level as 
governed by the Society and/or District rules and at National events of the American Turners as 
governed by national rules of the American Turners.  

4. A per capita tax will be paid to the American Turners for the National Youth Membership.  The 
amount of per capita tax for a National Youth Member will be the same as an adult member.  

5. The per capita tax paid to the American Turners for a National Youth Membership shall be put 
into a separate National Youth Transportation Fund.  

6. Any expenses incurred to manage the National Youth Membership will come out of the National 
Youth Transportation Fund. 

7. Children of card carrying members have the option to apply for this Youth Membership, but will 
not lose any benefits if they do not.  

8. Each Society holds the right to exclude National Youth Members from any activity held at their 
Society that they determine to be inappropriate for minors.  Each Society and District is 
responsible for setting their own Youth Membership fee, if they choose to have a fee.  
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NATIONAL YOUTH TRANSPORTATION FUND 
 

1. This fund is to be used primarily to help defray transportation expenses for National Youth 
Members and children (not eligible for their own membership) of card carrying members to 
compete in physical competitions at National events of the American Turners.  

2. In addition to the per capita tax collected from all National Youth Members, a minimum of 
twenty-five cents collected from all other types of membership per capita tax shall be directed to 
the National Youth Transportation Fund.  

3. Payments to a competitor will be withheld if their local Society is not current with their National 
per capita tax.    The distribution of funds for transportation expenses shall be overseen by the 
NHPEC and the National Council.  
 

YOUTH TRANSPORTATION FUND RULES 

1. Must be an American Turner Youth Member or a child of a card carrying member, per National 
Turner rules. 

2. Societies must enforce:  All members participating must be in good standing with the National 
Office and Societies must have submitted and have a current statistical report on file in the 
National Office.  

3. Each competition or tournament is individual unto itself, and requests for financial assistance 
must be submitted on an individual basis, except National Festivals or Tournaments involving 
more than one day, will be considered as a single scheduled event. 

4. Financial requests must be submitted to the National Office within 45 days from the event. 
NHPEC will confirm that the member competed at the Turner National event before any 
payment will be considered. 

5. Members within a 50 mile radius of the National event will not receive reimbursement  
6. Financial assistance form must be signed by Society President and member’s parent or legal 

guardian. 
7. Parent/legal guardian signature is not required for a Youth Member that is between 18 and 21 

years old that qualifies as a Youth Member because their local State laws prohibit him/her from 
being an adult member. 

8. 1/3 of the amount collected annually in this fund will be used for transportation to annual Turner 
National events.  This amount is to be divided by the number of competitors who submit a 
request.  Total reimbursement will not be less than $25 or exceed $100 to any competitor for a 
Turner National event.  

9. 2/3 of the amount collected annually in this fund will be reserved for Festival transportation. (the 
maximum payment per competitor is to be determined, based on the amount of funds available) 

10. Any amount not used in a year will be rolled into the Festival portion of this fund . 
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YOUTH TRANSPORTATION FUND  
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FORM 

 
This program pertains only to American Turner National events for Youth Members and children of card 
carrying members.   This form must be submitted to the National Office within 45 days of the event, and 
which will contain in full: 
 
Submission Date_____________ 
 
Youth Competitor’s Name ___________________________________________________ 
 
Member’s Name ________________________________Membership #_______________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Member’s Society__________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Competitive Event:__________________________________________________ 
 
Date(s) of Event:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of miles traveled: ______________________ 
(attach GPS printout as proof of mileage from home to event) 
 
Make check payable to: _____________________________________________________ 
 

  
Signatures Required From: 
 
Society President:__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Member’s Parent/Legal Guardian: _____________________________________________ 
 
 

Return all material to:  American Turners National Office 
                                     111 S. Lincolnway, Ste. A1 

 North Aurora, IL  60542 
  nationaloffice@amturners.org 
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THE NATIONAL MARKETING COMMITTEE 
 

1. The Marketing Committee consists of up to seven (7) members with the Chairperson being 
appointed by the American Turner National President from nominees submitted to the President by the 
National Marketing Committee. The American Turner President is an ex-officio member of the National 
Marketing Committee. The members are appointed by the Chairperson of the Marketing Committee, in 
consultation with the American Turner National President. It is suggested that Committee members not 
also be members of the National Council. In-person committee meetings may be called by the National 
Council upon recommendation of the chair of the committee; virtual meetings via email may happen as 
necessary. Travel expenses incurred during in-person committee meetings will be paid by American 
Turners in accordance with the American Turner Rules for Reimbursement.  
2. The purpose of The Marketing Committee is to promote the organization from a National, 
District, and Society level in hopes of growing the organization for the future, to recognize participants 
in National events, and to promote and recognize Turner achievements. 
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AMERICAN TURNERS ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND 

 
The Endowment Trust was created in 1946 by authority of the 41 st  National Convention of the 

American Turners at Indianapolis, Indiana. Its “Declaration of Trust” executed as of June 17 th , 1947. The 
Endowment Trust is governed and administered by seven (7) Trustees, three (3) of whom are elected by 
National Conventions of American Turners and the remaining three (3) are elected members from 
amongst the National Council of American Turners. They serve staggered terms of six (6) years each. 
The National President of American Turners is the seventh member for as long as he/she is the current 
National President. In the year of a National Convention these Trustees name their own President, 
Vice-President and Treasurer for a term of two (2) years each in the course of their annual meeting. The 
National  Administrative Assistant  serves as a non-elected and non-voting member of this committee. 
Trustees receive no compensation other than reimbursement for expenses incurred during the 
performance of their office. 
           The Endowment Trust derives its monies through gifts, devises, donations, bequests and 
investments. It is encouraged that individuals, members, societies and districts make contributions 
whenever and as often as possible. Contributions to the Endowment Trust are federally tax deductible on 
Federal Tax Returns of the donor. All contributions receive printed confirmation as to the date and 
amount received. Contributors names are also published in Turner Topics magazine. 
           Monies from the Endowment Trust are available for loans to societies with tax exempt status for 
building improvements, emergency repairs, additions, etc. but not for payment of debts, taxes, payroll, 
etc. Grants for physical education equipment, computer equipment, scholarships, committee awards and 
other worthy causes are funded by the Endowment Trust of American Turners.  
           All monies within the Endowment Trust are expended for perpetuating the American Turners. 
There is no payroll, overhead is kept to a bare minimum and the only outside expenditures are for 
required annual auditing of our financial records, insurance and legal counsel when needed. The annual 
meeting of the Endowment Trust is held jointly at the same time and location as the National Council. 
Conference phone calls and computerized Skype are used to expedite items of business as needed.  
           We are always open to new ideas and suggestions as to how we may best serve the membership 
of American Turners. 
                    NOTE: The following items have all been reviewed or originated with the Trustees of the 
Endowment Trust and passed upon as accepted by a majority vote. All items, as presented herein, take 
effect on January 1, 2014 and on an annual basis thereafter each will be reviewed, changed, continued or 
eliminated by vote of the said Trustees! 
 
ETF Grant Programs: ** Computer Grant , ** Physical Education Equipment Grant , ** Society 
Instructor Reimbursement Grant , ** Safety Certification Grant , ** Startup Physical Education Program , 
** Loans  (Checklist for loan applications), ** Wm Meyer Scholarship , ** Grant Application Form 
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AMERICAN TURNERS ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND 

 
1. Purpose 

Effective January 1, 2019 there will be a total of 4 Grant programs being offered by the 
Endowment Trust of American Turners. 

These programs include the “Physical Education Equipment” grant, “Computer Equipment” 
grant, the“Instructor Safety Certification” grant, and the “Society Instructor Payroll grant. We also offer 
the William R. Meyer Honorary Scholarship.  There is a “Universal Application Form” that must be 
filled out when applying for any one of these offerings. 

Information pertaining to the above offerings, requirements and how these benefit American 
Turners will be published on our website and in other social media tools. 

All grants and programs are renewable each calendar year and will be subject to change.  You 
will note that much of the financial efforts being made by the Endowment Trust have been directed 
towards the Physical Education portion of our American Turners.  The Endowment Trust feels this is the 
very foundation upon which our American Turners are based and directly supports our national motto of 
“A Sound Mind In A Sound Body” ! This is with just cause and if individual members or Societies share 
in this belief we continue to accept tax deductible donations for which printed confirmation is provided. 

All requests for grants must be received or postmarked no later than November 30th of any given 
year. This provides time to process our end-of-year accounting that is required by law. 

The 50/50 Physical Education Grant now has a limit of $2,000 that the Endowment Trust will 
share equally with qualified Societies.  Any total amount exceeding $2,000 will be the sole 
responsibility of the Society to pay.  The purpose of this grant is to enable Societies to purchase new 
apparatus, training aides and other gym items to maintain certified up-to-date equipment.  

The 50/50 Computer Grant has a maximum limit of up to $500 that the Endowment Trust will 
pay sharing equally with the Society for any computer equipment purchase such as laptops, desktops, 
notebooks or iPads and software. Any amount exceeding $500 is the Society’s   responsibility to pay. 
The purpose of this grant is to give Societies the ability to have the latest in computer equipment that 
will be compatible with current programs in use by the National Organization and to be able to 
communicate with the National Office, Districts and Societies.  

Complete details on all the programs being offered by the Endowment Trust of American 
Turners can be found or on the American Turner website  www.americanturners.org 
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AMERICAN TURNERS  

ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND OFFERINGS 
 
1. 50/50 COMPUTER GRANTS :  

A Purpose of this grant is to enable every phase of our American Turners to have electronic capabilities to 
communicate, keep records efficiently in all their business dealings.  
B Grants for the purchase of computer related equipment is restricted to new merchandise from an established 
merchandiser. This is to include computers, laptops, desktops, notebooks, iPads, printers, monitors, and keyboards. 
Any specific type software program(s) are either included in the total purchase package or it becomes the purchasing 
organizations responsibility to provide for their specific needs.  
C Applications for Computer Grants can be made only once within each calendar year. The Endowment Trust 
will provide up to a maximum amount of $500. Any amount less than $500 will be shared 50/50 with the Society. 
And any amount exceeding $1,000 with the Endowment Trust paying $500, will be the sole responsibility of the 
Society. 
D The procedure for Computer Grants remains the same as in Physical Education Grants. However, we 
recognize that special sale offers become available and time is of the essence. Special permission must be given in 
such case to purchase in advance. No organization can purchase equipment, pay for it, put it in use and then expect 
the benefit from the Endowment Trust 50/50 grant program. 

 
 2. 50/50 PHYSICAL EDUCATION GRANTS:  

A Purpose of this grant is to help those offering physical education classes to provide the latest in equipment 
to meet competition, safety and insurance requirements beneficial to both students and instructors.  
B Grants for the purchase of physical education related equipment, apparatus and training aides are given 
renewal consideration on an annual basis, allowing for any Society within the American Turners, in good standing, 
to apply once within each calendar year for financial assistance from the Endowment Trust of no more than ½ of a 
total purchase of $4,000 i.e. maximum of $2,000 in matching funds with the purchasing Society assuming 50% of 
the total cost and the Endowment trust the remaining 50%. For any total amounts less than $2,000 it remains 
matching 50/50 of the total amount. For anything totaling more than $2,000 the purchasing Society assumes all 
expenditures over the first $2,000 and the Endowment Trust pays only $2,000 of the total.  
C The correct procedure in applying for such grants starts with submitting a printed universal application 
form, as has been provided (see par. 6, below for definition of total cost), a vendor quote or invoice including all 
equipment to be purchased, any applicable taxes and shipping costs, the date needed and address of where the 
merchandise is to be shipped. This application form must be presented to the Endowment Trust by US mail or 
electronically postmarked on or received no later than November 1st of any given year. This request needs to be 
signed by an officer of the purchasing Society. The current address for the Endowment Trust can be obtained from 
the National Office, the National Directory, Turner Topics magazine or the  www.americanturners.org  website.  
D When authorization is given by the Endowment Trust for this purchase the ENTIRE TOTAL AMOUNT of 
the purchase will be paid by the ENDOWMENT TRUST to the merchandiser(s) upon receipt of a purchase order, 
sales agreement or invoice and in turn we will send a bill to the purchasing Society for their share be it more or less 
than $2,000.  
E It is the Society’s responsibility to issue a check in full for their share of this purchase to “American 
Turners Endowment Trust” to complete this transaction. We MUST follow this procedure to qualify under our 
501©(3) Federal tax exemption!  
F The purchasing Society may deal with any merchandiser of their choice. However, it will be the 
responsibility of the purchasing Society to make all arrangements for the delivery, date, time, location and/or 
installation of this purchase.  If merchandise is received damaged in shipment it is the purchasing Society 
responsibility to make a claim.  
G The Endowment Trust interpretation of “total cost” is everything it takes to place the ordered merchandise 
in the specified location (shipping & handling, tax and installation if needed). Once merchandise is purchased, paid 
for and is put into use, it becomes the property of the purchasing Society in its entirety. 
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3. ETF SOCIETY INSTRUCTOR REIMBURSEMENT GRANT  

A “The Endowment Trust of American Turners offers an “Instructors Payroll Reimbursement Grant" to any 
Society, in good standing, that has teachers/instructors/coaches in their employ and control who are instructing 
regular scheduled classes of Physical Education. The Endowment Trust will reimburse a Society 20% of its payroll 
costs that provides instructional scheduled classes of Physical Education up to a maximum of $2,000 per year per 
Society.” 
B TO QUALIFY- (a) Society can use this Grant funding  ONLY  for reimbursement of wages/compensation 
paid to qualified persons who have been hired specifically for the purpose of teaching/instructing/coaching students 
(male or female) enrolled in a class within physical education as offered and controlled by the Society named in the 
application. (b) The Society instructors  MUST  possess their individual “Safety Certification Certificate” (Note – see 
“Instructor Safety Certification Grant Program”). (c) Society  MUST submit  a formal written request for this Grant 
under the Society letterhead, signed by their President and accompanied by copies of cancelled checks(s) or other 
proof and receipt of payment made to individuals for their services. (d) Society  MUST  submit a copy of all physical 
education classes, and their enrolled members, as scheduled during the year before the Grant will be paid.  
C GOAL & OBJECTIVE OF THIS Grant Program  –  to perpetuate quality classes with qualified instruction 
in physical education to benefit their membership – to help offset the Society financial compensation for qualified 
instructors for these classes – to instill participation in our American Turner National Festivals and other Turner 
competitions. This Grant will be reevaluated on an annual basis to determine future Grants. 

 
4. GYM INSTRUCTORS SAFETY CERTIFICATION GRANT :  

A The Endowment Trust will  REIMBURSE  any American Turner Gym Instructor who has taken, passed and 
paid for their personal Safety Certification, otherwise known as “Safety & Risk Management” in the amount of 
$65.00 for a member of the USA Gymnastics or $85.00 for a non-member 18 years and older. To verify this 
reimbursement, a copy of the individual’s certificate must accompany the Endowment Trust written application 
form. This certification is for a period of four (4) years and can be renewed. 

 
5. WILLIAM R. MEYER HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP 

A Established in 2010 this special scholarship is offered to an individual applicant who not only meets all the 
requirements of the National Scholarship Committee but in addition is actively involved in their local Turner Society 
or local community events while exemplifying our Turner motto, “A Sound Mind In A Sound Body”. Only one (1) 
such scholarship is offered each calendar year. The amount contributed will depend on the applicant and current 
financial conditions subject to a 2/3 majority vote of the Trustees of the Endowment Trust. 
 

6. LOANS  
*Suspended by the Trustees during their 2018 annual meeting held by conference call.  
 
A The Endowment Trust will make loans to American Turner Societies in good standing for such things as 
building improvements, renovations or emergency repairs. However, the Endowment Trust does  NOT  loan money to 
pay taxes, operating expenses, etc. Currently loans are being made in a maximum amount of $50,000 for a term not 
exceeding 10 years duration at 2% simple interest per annum.  
B The Endowment Trust, like any other financial organization that loans money, must protect its investment. 
Any such loans must be secured by a 1st or 2nd mortgage and promissory note plus other considerations! To better 
understand the loan process we have created a “checklist” of items in the order they should be performed to help 
clarify the loan process required before a loan can be completed.  
C Note: see the complete list on the page entitled “CHECKLIST FOR LOAN APPLICATIONS”. 
Requirements to Qualify for a Loan: 
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